United States Department of Interior Deputy Assistecretary Julie MacDonald and other Interior
Department officials have systematically distorsegentific findings to prevent the protection afi@mber of
highly imperiled species under the Endangered $pe&ct. The Endangered Species Act requires specie
protection decisions to be made on the best avaitdience. This is one of several case studiesladne at
www.ucsusa.org/scientific_integrity.

S “ { ")
A R " 1'% !

LA e AL T i b Al A (S AL e P R o R b A A Ll ¥ b AL e e

,{Deleled: Hovrennr, ]
colonies. And whileboth docurnents clearly identify current and projected threats to the
species including mortality and habitat loss, fragmentation, and degradation, the 64896 Federal Register/Vol.
identified threats are speculative and neither document provides substantial scientific : i —— 5
[ Deleted: Webeliswe father svabuion Snlml pren|'|nirlng.li*.nwm-'r:r. while buthl
. . . . o7 | ofthe extert of leasing and omrent and ocuments ic I.‘Il]il_\' current or projected
information supporting the speculation. -7 projected oil and gae developemernt ic threats 1o the species due o oil and gas
::::swmo;’mctﬂ]mmim development impacts to habitat, the
cuslative wifects of oil and gas identified threats are speculative and
deelopanent 1o hite-talled prairie dogs neither document provides substantial
The petition cites agricultural land conversion and urbanization as causing some rﬁ:-:‘:sf:;btﬁmf‘nﬁwfmm‘m scientific or commercial information
i deelopment is curently ar is el to :mp{mmng the speculation.
. . . . . ', | rerukt i sigifice dupactst the species The petition cites agricultural land
loszes of white-tailed prairie dog habitat on a local scale. In Montana, historic land | either siugtyeor iz conmb ation it other
*, | factors suck as plagae.
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